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Two months into Tom 
Chiarel lo’s  batt le  against 
Hodgkin’s lymphoma, his 
brothers in Sigma Phi Ep-
silon are helping him fight 
the disease.
At the fraternity’s “Locks for 
Lymphoma” event Wednes-
day, 25 jars with each partici-
pant’s name and donation goal 
lined a table. Once each par-
ticipant met his fundraising 
goal, a local stylist shaved the 
participant’s head.
The event raised more than 
$5,000 for the Leukemia and 
Lymphoma Society, a health 
agency that funds blood can-
cer research and support ser-
vices for patients.
Chiarello, an economics 
freshman, has been undergo-
ing chemotherapy for seven 
weeks. He said he bought hats 
using funds the society gave 
him before he lost all his hair. 
Chiarello said he appreciated 
what the society did for him 
and wanted to help young peo-
ple with the disease by helping 
raise funds for the society.
A UT System vice chancellor 
will take on Rick O’Donnell’s for-
mer duties of assisting two regent 
task forces, a system spokesman 
said Wednesday. 
Matt Flores said Board of Re-
gents Chairman Gene Powell asked 
Sandra Woodley, the vice chan-
cellor for strategic affairs, to assist 
the two task forces — the Regents’ 
task forces on Blended and On-
line Learning and University Ex-
cellence and Productivity. He said 
Kelly, who has been with the sys-
tem for about a year, will retain her 
role as vice chancellor and take on 
these additional duties but receive 
no additional compensation. Kel-
ly earns $240,000 as vice chancel-
lor, according to the UT employee 
salary database.
Sen. Judith Zaffirini, D-Laredo, 
chair of the Texas Senate Commit-
tee on Higher Education, and Rich-
ard Leshin, president of the Texas 
Exes alumni association, respond-
ed to the UT System parting ways 
with Rick O’Donnell on Tuesday. 
“I think it was a wise deci-
sion and it was late coming,” 
Zaffirini said. 
Rice farmer Ronald Gertson 
uses millions of gallons of water 
each year to maintain his crop in 
southeast Texas. A full Lake Trav-
is is the lifeblood of marina own-
er Janet Caylor. The Sierra Club’s 
Jennifer Walker monitors water 
conditions throughout the lower 
Colorado River to ensure plants 
and animals continue to thrive.
As drought conditions wors-
en across Texas, these and other 
stakeholders who rely on the riv-
er’s reservoirs compete to ensure 
the Lower Colorado River Au-
thority protects their interests. For 
the first time in more than 
10 years, droughts are 
affecting every part 
of Texas, according 
to the U.S. Drought 
Monitor. Lack of 
rain combined with 
warm, windy weath-
er have led to one of 
the worst droughts in his-
tory, causing wildfires across the 
state, said LCRA meteorologist 
Bob Rosec.
Last summer, the LCRA creat-
ed the Water Management Advi-
sory Committee to gather input 
from groups that depend 
on Lakes Travis and 
Buchanan to update 
the Water Manage-
ment Plan, which 
determines alloca-
tion of the increas-
ingly limited wa-
ter resources. The two 
lakes are dammed sections 
of the Lower Colorado River that 
serve as the water supply reser-
voirs for the 600-mile section of 
the river the authority oversees.
It’s difficult to meet the de-
mands of farmers, environmen-
talists, waterfront homeowners, 
business owners and others as 
the need for water increases with 
a growing population, said Mark 
Jordan, manager for River Man-
agement for the LCRA.
“Drought and the resulting po-
tential curtailments cause a lot of 
emotions to fly,” said Gertson, a 
fourth-generation rice producer 
and committee member.
In a move said to “protect taxpayer invest-
ments” in TEXAS Grants, the Texas House 
passed a bill Wednesday to prioritize incom-
ing students who have proven college readi-
ness during the application process.
The House voted 123-25 on the third read-
ing of the bill, which would prioritize merit 
over need in awarding the grant. The Senate 
passed the bill earlier this session.
TEXAS Grants have historically been 
need-based, lasting the four to six years that 
high-school graduates apply for when enter-
ing college.
Current students would not be affected. 
The House budget proposed for the 2012-
13 biennium would reduce the number of 
grants awarded by 59,695 by 2013, out of a 
total 86,830 grants given now. Rep. Sylves-
ter Turner, D-Houston, pointed out the bill 
would not impact students until fall 2012-13 
if the Senate approves the House’s cut to all 
TEXAS Grants for incoming freshmen.
Last year, TEXAS Grants were the second-
largest source of student grants, after Fed-
eral Pell Grants, according to the Office of 
By Melissa Ayala
Daily Texan Staff
State entities cracked down on natural hal-
lucinogens and synthetic marijuana alterna-
tives while weed enthusiasts celebrated 420 
on Wednesday.
The Texas House passed a bill from Rep. 
Charles Anderson, R-Waco, 147-2 to ban the 
legal hallucinogen salvia divinorum. The Tex-
as Senate will take up its version of the bill 
next. The bill classifies possession of the sub-
stance as a class A misdemeanor, subject to a 
fine of up to $4,000.
On the same day, the Texas Department 
of State Health Services outlawed marijua-
na-like substances commonly found in K2 
and other synthetic-marijuana products. 
The department made it illegal to produce, 
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are just too strict 
and annoying about 
the craft, so we just 




Dr. Karen Vasquez, professor of 
pharmacology and toxicology 




White House correspondent for 
the The New York Times hosts 
a conversation on covering the 
White House with the most recent 
presidents in the Sid Richardson 
Hall 3.122 at 12:15 p.m.
‘The Yellow 
Wallpaper’
The History Gender Symposium 
presents “Peeling Back ‘The 
Yellow Wallpaper’” based on 
Charlotte Perkins Gilman’s 
short story written in 1892 in 
Garrison Hall 1.102 at 3:30 p.m.
‘A Voyage of 
Growth and 
Discovery’
The Blanton Museum of Art is 
screening “A Voyage of Growth and 
Discovery” at 6 p.m. The artists of the 
film Mike Kelley and Michael Smith 
will be present for an introduction 
and after the film for questions.
‘Così Fan Tutte’
The Butler Opera Center presents 
Mozart’s “Così Fan Tutte” at the 
McCullough Theatre at 7:30 p.m. 
Students $10, faculty $17, and 
general admission is $20.
Today in history
In 1994
The first discoveries of extrasolar 
planets are announced by 
astronomer Alexander Wolszczan.
Party Time
200 block Inner Campus Dr.
An unknown subject 
approached a UT student and 
asked him where all the parties 
and sorority houses were 
located. The student stated the 
subject was carrying a plastic 
bag that contained what 
looked like a bottle of tequila. 
After pointing the subject in 
the right direction, the student 
thought about the encounter 




Combine liquor with bitters, 
receive fancy drinking trend
SOFTBALL WINS AGAIN
Freshman pitcher leads Longhorns
to fifth-straight victory
LOOKIN’ GOOD
UT menswear designer showcases
collection for tonight’s fashion show
House passes bill
to change grants 
from need-based 
to merit-favored




Groups fight for larger share of water
Courtesy of diego Flores 
Sunny, an agricultural crop duster, surveys the parched land of a local rice farm, which he fears will become drier soon. 
DROUGHT continues on PAGE 5
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Possession of salvia divinorum will 
become illegal in Texas on Friday. The law 
was passed in the Texas House yesterday. 





DRUGS continues on PAGE 2





has his head 
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Farmers, businesses, environmentalists vie for precious resource amid one of the worst statewide droughts in history
 UT College Republicans squared 
off against University Democrats 
about concealed-carry on campus, 
state budget cuts and the DREAM 
Act at a debate Wednesday night.
UDems originally planned to 
debate A&M College Republi-
cans about issues currently in the 
State Legislature before the group 
cancelled earlier this month, said 
UDems President Billy Calve. 
“It’s always a good opportuni-
ty for politically minded students 
across the state to really articulate 
our viewpoints on a college level,” 
Calve said.
A discussion over how to han-
dle the state’s $15 billion to $27 
billion budget shortfall dominat-
ed the debate, which about 100 
people attended.
“Cuts need to be made. There’s 
no way of getting around that,” said 
College Republicans President Jes-
sica Laberge.
Holly Heinrich, an activism co-
chair for UDems, offered sugges-
tions for how to raise revenue to 
minimize the impact of the cuts.
“We can accelerate business tax 
collection. We can legalize slot ma-
chines at racetracks. We can put an 
emission charge on certain vehi-
cles,” Heinrich said. 
Secretary of UDems Huey Fisch-
er said the passage of the DREAM 
Act could economically benefit the 
country. The DREAM Act would 
offer citizenship to undocumented 
immigrants who entered the U.S. 
before 16 years of age and served 
two years in the military or attend-
ed two years of college.
“We would rather have an edu-
cated workforce than an uneducat-
ed workforce,” he said. “They were 
brought here at the age of three; they 
consider themselves Americans, and 
we need to give them a shot.” 
Melanie Schwartz, the political 
director for the statewide group 
Texas College Republicans, criti-
cized the act for not requiring peo-
ple finish their college degrees.
“If you’re really wanting peo-
ple to contribute to the workforce 
and the whole point of this is to get 
someone a college education, you 
could at least require they graduate 
from college,” Schwartz said.
Discussion turned to the debate 
over allowing concealed-handgun 
license owners to carry their guns 
on campus. 
Laberge said allowing concealed 
carry would reduce violent crime. 
UDems secretary Fischer said stun 
guns and other nonlethal forms of 
self-defense should be considered.
“Why can’t y’all push for leg-
islation to bring other nonlethal 
forms, nonlethal weapons to deter 
any person who’s about to assault 
you?” he asked. “And why wouldn’t 
that be sufficient?”
College Republicans member 
and economics junior Connor Fly-
nn said the debate ended in a draw.
“I doubt anyone’s position in the 
room has changed,” he said. “Peo-
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TEAR DOWN THIS WALL
Because of a reporting error 
in Monday’s Page 5 news story 
about David Foster Wallace, the 
story should have said 180 people 
attended “The Pale King” event.
CORRECTION
FIRING continues from PAGE 1
distribute, sell or possess the sub-
stances, effective Friday. Penalties 
for violating the ban will constitute 
class A and B misdemeanors.
Anderson said his bill aims to 
protect youth and prevent the com-
promising of personal ethics.
“It’s not an addictive substance 
in itself, but people get addicted to 
the sensation they get from ‘travel-
ing to different dimensions’ and all 
of that,” Anderson said. “People re-
ally don’t know what the long-term 
consequences of losing touch with 
reality will be.”
Kevin Prince, health education 
coordinator for University Health 
Services, said he is happy to hear 
that steps are being taken to regulate 
salvia because many people who try 
it are misinformed about its effects.
“People just don’t know what the 
effects on their bodies will be from 
using salvia,” Prince said. “It’s a ma-
jor issue because it makes people sick 
and can become hazardous when 
people smoke it and try to drive.”
Andrew Sharp, a manager at BC 
Smoke Shop on Guadalupe Street, said 
he doesn’t expect the proposed ban on 
salvia to increase sales of the product 
before the ban goes into effect.
Sharp said he is not sorry to see 
the hallucinogen go because it pro-
duces less than one percent of the 
smoke shop’s sales, and he has had a 
bad personal experience with it.
“It was not fun at all,” Sharp said. 
“I was in the woods, and it was hot 
outside, so I was just sweaty and un-
comfortable. I heard buzzing and 
thought things were chasing me.”
Student Financial Services. 
“This is going to make it more 
difficult for deserving students to 
go to college,” said Student Gov-
ernment President Natalie But-
ler. “Funding for grants and 
higher education should be held 
in a higher priority than it has 
been so far.”
Rep. Dan Branch, R-Dallas, 
said students who qualify for pri-
ority would have to fulfill two of 
four qualifications. 
The proposed qualifications 
are: 12 college credit hours re-
ceived through dual credit, Ad-
vanced Placement or Interna-
tional Baccalaureate programs; at 
least a “B” average in math cours-
es above Algebra II; qualifying 
scores on ACT, SAT, or ACCU-
PLACER test; or graduation in 
the top third of a student’s high 
school class.
“The TEXAS Grant College 
Readiness Reform Act takes a 
program which has been focused 
on needy students and those who 
could turn in the application 
quickly and turns it into need plus 
college readiness,” Branch said.
Branch said currently only 22 
percent of students who receive 
TEXAS Grants graduate with-
in four years and 50 percent who 
received grants did not graduate 
in six years.
“We’re losing a huge amount of 
our investment and aren’t com-
pleting the investment we want,” 
Branch said. “The point of the 
bill is to encourage more comple-
tions and get a better return on 
taxpayer investments.”
Some Democrats opposed the 
bill, concerned it would disen-
franchise minority students be-
cause of the merit-based priority.
“Are you aware there are 
many organizations and sourc-
es of scholarships for students 
who have great GPAs and great 
SAT scores?” asked Rep. Helen 
Giddings, D-DeSoto.
Giddings said the bill sig-
nals lawmakers moving “the 
wrong way.”
“I think what we’re doing 
here is denying a whole group 
of people who could succeed,” 
Giddings said. 
If funding for the grants were 
completely cut in the upcom-
ing biennium, an amendment by 
Rep. Joaquin Castro, D-San An-
tonio, would allow affected stu-
dents to be considered for grants 
in following years when funding 
is restored. 
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“This is a bad situation, but it was nice 
to see all the good that has come out of it,” 
Chiarello said. “It’s great seeing all the sup-
port from my pledge brothers in putting an 
event like this together.”
Sigma Phi Epsilon President Kevin Clegg 
said online donations hit $1,000 before the 
event even started.
“We had an online account for people 
to make donations because we have alum-
ni and parents that are not able to make the 
event but were interested in making a dona-
tion for the cause,” Clegg said.
Accounting junior Ernest Garcia said even 
though he doesn’t know Chiarello personally, 
he knew he wanted to participate after learning 
about the event on Facebook. Garcia’s five-inch 
afro stood out at the event. He said it has been 
four years since his hair was short, but he was 
not upset to lose it after reaching his $500 goal.
“It’s just hair; it grows back,” Garcia said. 
“My hair meant a lot to me, but it probably 
meant a lot more to [Chiarello].”
He said he encourages everyone to contrib-
ute to cancer research because life is precious.
Leshin said he was surprised 
O’Donnell is no longer with 
the system.
Last month the system placed 
an expected end date of Aug. 31 on 
his employment and assigned him 
to report to a vice chancellor. The 
system has declined to say whether 
O’Donnell resigned or was fired.
“Rick O’Donnell is no longer em-
ployed by the UT System, effective 
immediately,” said system spokes-
man Anthony de Bruyn Tuesday. 
System representatives and regents 
have declined further comment.
Powell and general counsel to 
the Board Francie Frederick hired 
O’Donnell in February on an at-
will basis as a special adviser to the 
Board. The system agreed to pay 
him $200,000 per year.
Zaffirini and Leshin were among 
those who spoke out against 
O’Donnell’s salary as the Univer-
sity implements 5-percent further 
cuts from its state appropriations 
and plans for more. They raised 
equal concern about his stated po-
sition that the current system for 
funding research at public univer-
sities wastes tax revenue and tu-
ition money that should be used to 
fund improvement in teaching.
O’Donnell said in a Tuesday 
statement he did not choose to part 
ways with the system at this time.
In a Monday letter to Regent 
Wallace Hall Jr., he claimed UT 
and the System suppressed data 
he requested for the reagents’ 
task forces. 
In a joint statement, UT and the 
System denied the claim and stat-
ed the task forces and administra-
tors are processing and will analyze 
the data. 
In the letter, he also wrote the 
public concern over his hire dis-
tracted focus from reform efforts 
to shift the goals of public univer-
sities in Texas.
Zaffirini said the concerns raised 
were reactions, not distractions. 
“I think their recommendations 
are the distractions,” she said. “We 
are making drastic cuts to high-
er education, and some of us are 
fighting day and night to do what 
we can. Instead of focusing on that, 
the supporters [of the University] 
are focusing on this effort to un-
dermine research that has been un-
derway since 2008.”
Zaffirini said the recent outcry 
surrounding O’Donnell brought 
attention to the ongoing efforts 
outlined in “Seven Breakthrough 
Solutions,” Austin businessman 
Jeff Sandefer’s recommendations to 
make higher education more effi-
cient by de-emphasizing research.
Sandefer founded a business 
school in Austin called Acton 
MBA, which is offered through 
Hardin-Simmons University, and 
O’Donnell is also a former employ-
ee of Sandefer’s. Sandefer has also 
contributed to Gov. Rick Perry’s 
political campaigns.  
After O’Donnell’s hire, the Tex-
as Exes president distributed an 
email to almost 200,000 people 
calling on them to caution the re-
gents against any efforts to devalue 
UT’s research. 
Leshin said unlike many alum-
ni organizations in the country, the 
Texas Exes operates independently 
of the University. He said without 
this autonomy, the organization 
couldn’t have spoken out as it did. 
He said the organization’s re-
sponse was not a distraction, but an 
effort to protect UT’s status among 
research universities. 
“We sent out our letter because 
we felt the University’s mission was 
being attacked,” Leshin said. “And 
our mission is to protect and pre-
serve the University.”
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WASHINGTON — The Army private 
suspected of illegally passing U.S. gov-
ernment secrets to the WikiLeaks web-
site was transferred Wednesday to an 
Army prison in Kansas from the Marine 
brig in Virginia where he has spent the 
past nine months.
Pfc. Bradley Manning, suspected of 
having obtained the classified docu-
ments while serving as an Army intelli-
gence analyst in Iraq, is awaiting a deter-
mination by the Army on whether he is 
mentally competent to stand trial.
An Army spokesman at the Pentagon, 
Col. Tom Collins, said Manning arrived 
safely at the Joint Regional Correction-
al Facility at Fort Leavenworth, Kan., on 
Wednesday afternoon. Over the com-
ing five to seven days he will undergo an 
in-depth physical and behavioral assess-
ment by Leavenworth staff, Collins said.
Shortly after the Pentagon announced 
its decision to transfer Manning, the 
soldier’s lawyer, David Coombs, wrote 
on his blog that his client’s treatment at 
Quantico was substandard.
“While the defense hopes that the 
move to Fort Leavenworth will result in 
the improvement of Pfc. Manning’s con-
ditions of confinement, it nonetheless 
intends to pursue redress at the appro-
priate time for the flagrant violations of 
his constitutional rights by the Quantico 
confinement facility,” Coombs wrote.
Jeh Johnson, the Pentagon’s top law-
yer, said the transfer to Fort Leaven-
worth does not suggest that Manning’s 
treatment at the Marine base at Quan-
tico, Va., was inappropriate. But he ac-
knowledged that the case received 
high-level Pentagon attention because 
of persistent criticism by human rights 
groups and some members of Con-
gress of the conditions in which Man-
ning had been held. 
KADUNA, Nigeria — In the 
time it took to raise a machete or 
shout the name of a political party, 
neighbors again became enemies 
over politics split along religious 
lines in northern Nigeria.
At least 70 people died this week 
after Muslim mobs targeted sup-
porters of the oil-rich nation’s rul-
ing party, while retaliatory at-
tacks by Christians followed with a 
startling speed.
Those who survived almost uni-
formly said they did not know their 
attackers, though many looked 
away or quickly changed the sub-
ject as their homes lie in smoldered 
ruins. Others displayed incredible 
bravery, risking their own lives to 
rescue those of a different faith.
About 40,000 have now fled 
their homes, and it remains unclear 
whether some will return to their 
damaged homes to live among the 
very same people who wanted them 
dead. The town of Kaduna has seen 
spasms of sectarian violence over 
the last decade that have left more 
than 2,000 dead.
“It shows you how heartless hu-
man beings can be,” said Nathan 
Isaac, a 23-year-old student who 
was visiting a hospital treating 
the wounded.
The rioting began Sunday across 
Nigeria’s Muslim north, as early 
election results showed President 
Goodluck Jonathan, a Christian 
from the nation’s south, with an in-
surmountable lead over Muslim 
opposition candidate and former 
military ruler Muhammadu Bu-
hari. Muslim rioters overwhelmed 
police and burned homes, churches 
and police stations. Christians be-
gan reprisal attacks soon after.
Nigeria, a nation of 150 million 
people, is roughly divided between 
the Christian-dominated south and 
the Muslim north. A dozen states 
across Nigeria’s north have Islam-
ic Shariah law in place, though the 
area remains under the control of 
secular state governments.
Thousands have been killed in 
religious violence in the past de-
cade. In Kaduna alone, more than 
2,000 died in riots in 2000 over im-
plementing Shariah law. 
The roots of the sectarian con-
flict across the north often have 
more to do with struggles for polit-
ical and economic dominance. Op-
portunities remain few for those in 
the arid north, as jobs are scarce in 
a nation where most earn less than 
$2 a day. Meanwhile, politicians 
spend billions of dollars of oil rev-
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The UT Austin Green Fee Committee is now 
accepting proposals for the 2011-12 academic 
year and beyond. 
Be sure to download and read the guidelines as 
well as the application. 
Students, faculty and staff may submit ideas! 
Workshops will be held on Friday, April 8 to assist 
applicants and answer common questions.
For more information, email greenfee@austin.utexas.edu






Friday, April 22, 2011
Applications and workshop schedule available at 
www.utexas.edu/sustainability/greenfee.php
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Victims freed from kidnapping
of 68 by North Mexican cartel
MEXICO CITY — Mexican au-
thorities say they have rescued 68 
people, including 12 Central Amer-
ican migrants, allegedly kidnapped 
by a drug cartel in northern Mexico.
The Public Safety Department 
says the group was rescued af-
ter federal agents went to a neigh-
borhood in the border city of Rey-
nosa, across from McAllen, Texas, 
to check on a tip and ran into two 
armed men.
A statement from the department 
Wednesday said the gunmen hid in 
a house where the kidnap victims 
were being held.
It said there were eight Guatema-
lans, two Hondurans, a Salvador-
an and a Panamanian among those 
freed. Some of the victims told po-
lice they were taken by members 
of the Gulf drug cartel from buses 
heading to Reynosa’s bus station or 
from the station itself.
Assault outside marijuana shop
ends in two injuries, one death
SACRAMENTO, Calif. — Police 
in Sacramento, Calif., say three peo-
ple were stabbed, one fatally, out-
side a medical marijuana dispensary 
as pot users around the nation cele-
brated the drug’s unofficial holiday.
The assaults Wednesday morn-
ing were outside the R&R Wellness 
Collective marijuana shop in South 
Sacramento. Authorities say they 
do not know if marijuana had any-
thing to do with the stabbings.
The Sacramento Bee reports 
that police have a suspect in cus-
tody, although no names have 
been released.
The victims were among two 
groups of people who got into a 
fight in the parking lot outside 
the dispensary.
Police say R&R Wellness was 
having a two-for-one promotion in 
honor of April 20th.
NEWS BRIEFLY Violence erupts over religious tensions in Nigeria
Sunday Alamba | Associated Press
A victim of post-election violence waits for treatment at St Gerrard’s Catholic Hospital in Kaduna, Nigeria 
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OpiniOn
Viewpoint 
Please recycle this copy of The Dai-
ly Texan. Place the paper in one of the 
recycling bins on campus or back in 




Opinions expressed in The Daily 
Texan are those of the editor, the Edi-
torial Board or the writer of the arti-
cle. They are not necessarily those of 
the UT administration, the Board of 
Regents or the Texas Student Media 
Board of Operating Trustees. 
Email your Firing Lines to firing-
line@dailytexanonline.com. Letters 
must be more than 100 and fewer 
than 300 words. The Texan reserves 
the right to edit all submissions for 
brevity, clarity and liability.
sUBMit a FiRing Line
Goodbye, Rick O’Donnell
Rick O’Donnell, a proponent of controver-
sial higher education reforms, is no longer 
employed by the UT System. O’Donnell was 
hired in February as an adviser to the UT 
System Board of Regents, and his appoint-
ment swiftly sparked concern among mem-
bers of the UT community. Late Wednesday 
night, a UT System spokesman announced 
O’Donnell’s departure.
While the system would not comment 
on whether he was forced out or left on his 
own accord, O’Donnell released a statement 
claiming that leaving the position — which 
he was supposed to hold until September — 
was not his choice.
O’Donnell’s statement goes on to con-
tend that he received harsh and negative 
treatment as backlash for requesting details 
about University research funding, which 
he planned to analyze and make public. He 
claims there was a concentrated effort to 
discredit him because the University is pro-
tective of its research funding information 
and does not want to be scrutinized.
We cannot speak for University officials, 
UT alumni, other media outlets or anybody 
else among the multitudes who have been 
skeptical of O’Donnell since his hiring, but 
our criticisms of the former adviser are not 
rooted in his desire to obtain UT finan-
cial information but rather the issues that 
marred O’Donnell throughout his short 
tenure: his insulting salary, questionable re-
search and generally antagonistic position 
toward academic research.
At a time when financial aid, valu-
able academic programs and University 
staff are all being cut due to financial con-
straints, O’Donnell’s six-figure salary was, 
frankly, disgusting.
In his statement, O’Donnell affirmed he 
would continue on his quest “to ensure that 
as many students as possible have access to 
the highest quality college education at the 
most affordable cost.”
Working toward affordable higher educa-
tion is an unquestionably laudable goal, but 
this is a curious claim from a man charging 
the UT system $200,000 for his services.
Furthermore, a primary purpose of 
O’Donnell’s position was to analyze and re-
search University budgets to find cost-cut-
ting measures; however, recent revelations 
about O’Donnell’s own research history 
raised questions as to whether he was quali-
fied to research University budgets.
Last week, investigations by the Houston 
Chronicle and San Antonio Express-News 
found a research paper O’Donnell authored 
that is often cited by anti-research “reform” 
advocates contains several errors, such as 
misattributed quotations and inaccurate ci-
tations. O’Donnell claims the mistakes are 
simply clerical and human errors, but in his 
statement, he directs his ire at critics of his 
research, claiming, “those who want to delay 
and deflect are unwilling to move on.”
Move on? The paper’s flaws came to 
light Friday, and O’Donnell left his post 
Wednesday. Apparently three business 
days is ample time to move beyond the 
realization that a paper largely credited 
with helping shape major higher educa-
tion reforms in Texas was, at the very least, 
haphazardly produced.
However, our qualms with O’Donnell’s 
salary and research efficacy have always 
been ancillary to the major issue: his oppo-
sition to academic research.
Again, in his statement, O’Donnell epito-
mized our concerns, claiming “a growing 
number of student tuition and taxpayer 
dollars are being paid to professors and 
administrators who seem to do very little 
teaching ... 87 percent of Texans said that 
the universities’ top priority should be ed-
ucating students, with only 6 percent stat-
ing that conducting research should be the 
top priority.”  
Using public opinion polls to guide policy, 
especially given that only 27 percent of Tex-
ans have a college degree, is a questionable ap-
proach to higher education administration.
But more importantly, the argument is 
deceptive. O’Donnell makes two separate 
statements and acts as if they are inher-
ently connected. First, he mentions profes-
sors and administrators who “seem to do 
very little teaching,” presumably meaning 
they are conducting research instead. Then, 
O’Donnell mentions the polling data regard-
ing Texans’ preference for education over 
research. By connecting the two, O’Donnell 
creates a false equivalency in which educat-
ing students automatically means teach-
ing in the classroom almost exclusively. As 
has been noted frequently throughout the 
reform debate, research is a fundamental 
component of a student’s holistic education. 
Additionally, professors who are active re-
searchers as well as teachers continue to ve-
hemently assert how interconnected the two 
areas are and that separating them would do 
tremendous damage to the University.
Ultimately, we are glad the Board of Re-
gents responded to its constituents’ con-
cerns, and we hope this is the first of many 
steps to protect academic research at UT.




Revise property tax laws to benefit farmers
Local governments, like all governments, 
need funding. They need to pay police officers, 
provide us with services such as water and trash 
pick-up and fund public schools. In Austin, as 
in most cities, a large portion of that budget 
comes from property taxes. 
In Texas, all “real property” — all land and 
improvements to land, including houses and 
other buildings — is subject to property taxes. 
Most property is taxed based on its appraisal 
value, the amount that it would sell for on the 
open market. In Austin, for example, property 
is taxed at a yearly rate of around 2.3 percent. 
So if your house would sell for $100,000, you are 
taxed around $2,300 per year.
The goal of a property tax is to provide rev-
enue, but the way property tax law is written 
and applied changes the way people use prop-
erty. The system we use has some advantages. 
Corporations and homeowners are less likely 
to hold on to property they are not using if they 
have to pay taxes on it. If we didn’t tax prop-
erty, neighborhoods could fill up with board-
ed-up houses, storefronts and office buildings 
because the owners may want to hold onto the 
property to use later or to sell when the market 
is better.
It also has some disadvantages. Property 
taxes based on appraisal values can contribute 
to gentrification. As property values in a neigh-
borhood go up, property taxes for long-term 
residents go up, too. This can force low-income 
families out of their homes.
One type of property that 
this tax never works well for is 
farmland. Farmers operate on 
tight profit margins, and farm-
ing is rarely the most profit-
able use for any given piece of 
land. If farmers were forced to 
pay property taxes based on the 
appraised value of their land, 
very few could stay in busi-
ness. High taxes would force 
them to sell their property to 
developers who would use it to 
build malls and housing subdi-
visions, enterprises that make 
enough money to pay those 
high property taxes. This is es-
pecially true in rural areas near 
urban centers where property 
values are higher.
Although farming can’t always compete eco-
nomically with other uses for land, farmers need 
land, and we need farmers. The state of Texas 
recognizes this, which is why it taxes agricul-
tural land differently than other real property. 
Rather than taxing agricultural land based on 
the price it would receive on the open market, 
we tax it based on the net income it is capable 
of producing “under prudent management 
from the production of agricultural products.” 
So farmland is taxed based 
on its value as farmland, not 
based on its potential value 
as the site for a new mega-
mall. For many farmers, 
this distinction means the 
difference between profit-
ability and bankruptcy.
But determining what 
qualifies as agricultural 
land is not as simple as it 
may seem. Under current 
practices, some small, sus-
tainable, urban or otherwise 
nontraditional farms have 
not gotten fair valuation 
as agricultural land. Most 
farmers in Texas receive ag-
ricultural valuation under 
a law known as the “open-
space” law. To qualify, land must be “devoted 
principally to agricultural use to the degree of 
intensity generally accepted in the area.” There 
are also separate provisions for land that is ac-
tively used for wildlife management to qualify 
as open-space land. The “intensity” requirement 
is supposed to ensure that agricultural valuation 
is limited to land that is truly used for agricul-
ture. A small kitchen garden surrounded by two 
acres of lawn, for example, should not qualify. 
But what does it mean for a chicken farm sur-
rounded by cotton fields? What does it mean for 
a produce farm in the middle of the suburbs?
If land is being used primarily to grow food, 
it should be taxed as agricultural land. The 
law as currently interpreted is not sufficiently 
broad to encompass all types of food produc-
tion. Texas HB 2084, known as the Local Foods 
Omnibus Bill because it addresses several is-
sues important to small farmers, could help 
solve this problem. It lays down guidelines for 
the comptroller (the state official who writes 
manuals used by county appraisal offices) in 
cooperation with appropriate House and Sen-
ate committees, to determine whether urban 
farms, community gardens and organic, sus-
tainable or otherwise unconventional farms 
qualify for agricultural valuation under the 
open-space law and to revise the requirements 
for agricultural valuation to better accommo-
date these types of farms.
Most of us regard taxes as a necessary evil, 
and sometimes they are. But tax law has the 
power to shape communities. We need to make 
sure that it’s shaping them in a way that’s consis-
tent with our values.
Clabby is an English senior.
gaLLeRY
“ “Tax law has the power to shape 
communities.
Student Government Pres-
ident Natalie Butler received 
an email yesterday from the 
Ar izona State  Univers ity 
president regarding her let-
ter to the UT System Board 
of Regents.
In her letter, Butler urged 
the board not to consider 
adopting the new ASU mod-
el, which has recently stream-
lined online learning, and to 
continue investing time in us-
ing technology to supplement 
course work.
Butler said President Mi-
chael Crow’s email questioned 
her understanding of  the 
ASU model. 
“He doesn’t like the way I 
interpreted things, and that’s 
fair — if he wants to defend 
their program, then he has 
every right,” she said. “It’s just 
my opinion, but I felt the need 
to voice it.”
ASU spokesman Virgil Ren-
zulli said Butler may have got-
ten the wrong impression of 
their new model because she 
did not fully understand it.
“In our view, the student 
who wrote the letter misun-
derstood our quality level,” 
he said. “It’s unfortunate that 
anybody may take a cursory 
look and make assumptions 
about what we are.”
ASU never suggested its 
model was appropriate for UT 
or that Texas should adapt it, 
Renzulli said. 
“Because we’ve got so much 
new knowledge,  the folks 
from Texas just asked to come 
out and take a look at what 
we’re doing,” he said. 
UT System C hance l lor 
Francisco Cigarroa wrote a 
letter to Crow on Monday, 
both thanking him for the 
April 6 campus visit and apol-
ogizing for any hard feelings 
that may have resulted from 
Butler’s letter.
Cigarroa  said  the  pur-
pose of the visit was to learn 
from ASU because they are 
“leading the way” in online 
learning with “careful and 
attentive detail.”
“While I greatly encourage 
the process of involving Stu-
dent Government and value 
their important input ... the 
personal views expressed in 
the letter are not the views of 
the UT System and the intent 
of our visit was not to com-
pare Arizona State University 
with UT Austin.”
Butler said she was under 
the impression the trip to Ar-
izona was to see what new ac-
ademic innovations ASU had 
implemented and what UT 
could take away from that.
“They’ve invested in online 
learning, which, if that works 
for them, great. But I think we 
should focus on course trans-
formation and how we can 
use technology to enhance the 
classroom experience rather 
than replace it.” 
Gertson planted his crop last 
month, the driest March on re-
cord, according to the LCRA. Wa-
ter keeps the soil saturated and pre-
vents weeds and grasses from com-
peting with the rice crop. During 
drought, Gertson and other farm-
ers must take additional measures 
to ensure successful harvests.
“When we’re dry [during the] 
early season like this, we have to 
use more water in establishing the 
crop than we would otherwise,” 
Gertson said.
Rice farmers use more water 
from the reservoirs and pay less 
to access it compared to any oth-
er type of major customer, includ-
ing cities or waterfront business-
es, but the LCRA considers farm-
ers interruptible customers, so 
their water can be cut off during 
drought. The authority guaran-
tees cities, businesses and indus-
tries will keep their water even if 
droughts reach record levels.
The LCRA has not curtailed the 
farmers’ water supply, but Gertson 
remains cautious. With the rice 
industry in Texas smaller than it 
was decades ago, the growing de-
mand of cities on the water sup-
ply could edge out the rice farm-
ers, Gertson said.
Gertson’s great-grandfather 
moved to Texas from Kansas in 
1908 and discovered a few years 
later that rice was a lucrative crop. 
Today, Gertson runs the busi-
ness with his three brothers, their 
wives and his father. Gertson’s son 
Timothy, an engineer, has joined 
the family business against his fa-
ther’s wishes. 
“During Tim’s lifetime, there 
will be lots of times there won’t be 
crops planted as a result of a lack 
of water,” Gertson said.
Lakeside, waterfront proper-
ty and business owners see rice 
farmers as culprits responsible 
for visibly low lake levels. When 
the authority maintained the 
downstream water supply to the 
rice farmers during the previ-
ous drought, waterfront business 
owners and homeowners felt an 
impact on their pocketbooks be-
cause of emptying reservoirs. The 
Highland Lakes area, which in-
cludes lakes Travis and Buchan-
an, is an economic engine for the 
state, said Janet Caylor, who is a 
member of the committee and 
owns a marina on Lake Travis.
“When the lake goes down, vis-
its to the lake drop dramatically,” 
Caylor said, who bought her first 
marina 13 years ago.
During the previous two-year 
drought, business owners had 
to relocate all floating restau-
rants and marinas, and lake-ar-
ea property values declined, Cay-
lor said. Two marinas and a res-
taurant went out of business when 
droughts caused combined stor-
age levels in Lakes Travis and Bu-
chanan to fall below 800,000 acre-
feet in 2009, she added. An acre-
foot is a measurement that de-
scribes the volume of a foot of wa-
ter on top of an acre.
Waterfront business owners and 
homeowners want to increase the 
minimum amount of water stored 
for the two lakes so the reservoirs 
will serve their needs. Under the 
current water management plan, 
the storage level is permitted to 
fall as low as 200,000 acre-feet.
“The fact that the other interest 
groups can engage in the conversa-
tion where they think the volume 
in these two lakes should be drawn 
to the 200,000 acre-feet level is as-
tonishing to us,” Caylor said.
Recently, residents and business 
owners with an interest in lake 
water levels formed a coalition to 
acquire more political clout and 
urge the authority to prioritize 
their economic interests in the 
new plan, she said.
“This is about preserving reve-
nue for the state of Texas and pre-
serving the livelihood for these 
hundreds of thousands of peo-
ple who moved to the [lake] area,” 
Caylor said.
Jennifer Walker, a water re-
sources specialist for the Lone 
Star Chapter of the Sierra Club, 
said wildlife that live in the river 
are at risk. From an environmen-
tal perspective, drought is a nor-
mal, cyclical phenomenon. Walk-
er, also a committee member, said 
environmentalists want to avoid 
above-normal drought conditions 
in the Colorado River and the Ma-
tagorda Bay downstream.
Walker said that the river and 
bay provide ecological services to 
support wildlife. Stakeholders and 
the LCRA must consider how the 
water maintains a level and salt-
water gradient that supports wild-
life in the river and bay, she said.
The committee has until the 
end of June to agree on a possi-
ble course of action, but with each 
player deeply invested in the riv-
er’s future management, it’s an 
emotional and difficult process. 
The authority won’t vote on a fi-
nal Water Management Plan until 
November 2012. It will then go to 
the Texas Commission on Envi-
ronmental Quality, which will go 
through its own planning process 
before implementing changes.
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Starting next month, Austin res-
idents will have 30 opportuni-
ties to voice their opinions on the 
city’s budget.
The city will hold a series of 30 
meetings in May and June to discuss 
the budgets of each department of 
the city’s government. Input gath-
ered from the public at the meet-
ings will then be used to help the 
city government determine its 2012 
fiscal budget.
The city holds public meetings to 
discuss the budget each year, but this 
is the first year that they’ve divided it 
up by department, said city of Aus-
tin spokeswoman Samantha Park. 
The city changed the organization of 
its meetings because many citizens 
have interest in the budgets of par-
ticular departments of areas of city 
government, she said. 
“We always ensure that we include 
in the budget building process some 
portion where we can get communi-
ty feedback, because we’re forming it 
with taxpayers’ dollars,” she said. 
The city is asking for a list of bud-
getary proposals from each depart-
ment to post online for public vot-
ing and comment, Park said.
While the city’s budget doesn’t di-
rectly affect the University, it im-
pacts students whose money is spent 
in Austin on rent, utilities, sales taxes 
and other expenses, said UT Chief 
Financial Officer Kevin Hegarty.
“Even though some segments 
consider students to not really be 
citizens, they very much are in 
terms of how their dollars are spent,” 
he said. “Our students are just as 
much citizens as those who live in 
Austin permanently.”
Changes to the budgets for trans-
portation services such as Capital 
Metro shuttles on campus and pow-
er for off-campus UT facilities such 
as the J.J. Pickle Research Campus 
could have direct effects on UT’s 
budget, Hegarty said, and students, 
faculty and staff may see changes to 
cost of living off campus.
“We’re all a part of the same en-
vironment,” he said. “We consider 
ourselves very much a part of Aus-
tin. We’re all a part of such a sym-
biotic existence to the extent that if 
one portion catches a cold, we all 
catch cold.” 
Transportation and infrastruc-
ture discussions need student input 
because those issues affect students 
the most, said urban studies junior 
John Lawler. Lawler is a liberal arts 
representative in Student Govern-
ment and a member of the Mayor’s 
Student Advisory Council, a group 
that works with the city on issues 
relevant to students. 
“West Campus and Riverside 
have been notoriously underfund-
ed,” he said. “It’s important that stu-
dents be at the table during the 
budget discussion.”
Volunteers furiously flipped pan-
cakes Wednesday outside of Gregory 
Gym as part of Pancakes for Parkin-
son’s, a benefit to raise money for Par-
kinson’s disease research.
The inaugural event was hosted by 
the Texas Round Table, an organiza-
tion of 14 spirit groups across cam-
pus, to raise money donated in honor 
of mathematics professor James Vick 
for The Michael J. Fox Foundation. 
More than 100 volunteers from 
spirit groups kept the batter blasting 
all day. Batter Blaster — pancake mix 
in a can — was donated by the com-
pany with the help of some former 
Texas Spirits, Watson said. RecSports 
also helped by providing and setting 
up tables and tents.
The goal was to raise $40,000 and 
event co-chair Sarah Watson expects 
to meet or exceed the goal. The or-
ganizations started taking credit 
card donations online at the begin-
ning of April.
By Wednesday morning the do-
nations totaled $32,000 and will be 
accepted until the end of the year 
through the Michael J. Fox website, 
Watson said. People could eat pan-
cakes and donate however much they 
wanted, and the groups will tally how 
much the event earned today.
“People have donated anywhere 
from $1 to $1,000,” Watson 
said. “If you say it’s for Dr. 
Vick, people want to give 
as much as they can.”
Vick’s daughter came 
up with the idea for the 
event after hearing about a 
similar one at the University of Vir-
ginia. Vick, who was diagnosed 
with Parkinson’s in 2008, attended 
the event.
“I’m really honored and delight-
ed to work together with students, 
faculty and staff for a worthy cause,” 
Vick said. “I’m glad I could help out 
in some way.”
Texas Cowboys service organiza-
tion member Aaron Burkin, a chem-
ical engineering senior who volun-
teered at the event, said Vick helped 
keep the Cowboys tradition alive.
“Dr. Vick was instrumental in help-
ing the Cowboys get back on campus 
in 2000,” Burkin said.
Burkin was also the unofficial bee 
catcher of the event, keeping 
the yellow and black bum-
blers off the Nutella spread, 
which he said was a hit.
Special guest flippers 
made appearances through-
out the day, including chem-
istry and biochemistry department 
chair Brent Iverson who Watson 
called a “phenomenal flipper.” 
President William Powers Jr. also 
stopped by to show his support, 
Watson said.
Plan II junior to represent
students in Board of Regents
Gov. Rick Perry appointed UT 
junior John Davis Rutkauskas to 
the Board of Regents as the 2011-
12 student regent Wednesday.
Rutkauskas, a business honors, 
finance, French and Plan II major, 
will serve from June 1, 2011 to 
May 31, 2012. 
“The student regents act as 
a liaison between the students 
and the Board of Regents,” said 
Lucy Nashed, spokeswoman for 
the governor ’s office. “They at-
tend Board of Regents meetings 
but don’t vote. They act as the 
students’ voice.”
Students from all nine UT Sys-
tem universities and six med-
ical branches are eligible to ap-
p ly  each  December  for  the 
s ingle  student  spot  through 
the school or the governor ’s 
appointments office.
“Our board always looks for-
ward to meeting newer mem-
bers and learning to work with 
a new student,” said System 
spokesman Matt Flores.
The governor appoints the 
student regent and each of the 
nine voting regents,  and the 
board sets policies for system 
institutions, Flores said. 
“It’s a pivotal time in the histo-
ry of the University, dealing with 
the aftermath of the economic re-
cession and budget cuts,” Rut-
kaukas said. “The position is not 
about approaching the board as 
an activist but as an interme-
diary presenting the student’s 
opinion, rather than demanding 
action.”
     — Joe Layton
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Courtesy of Diego Flores
Waterfront advocates Janet Caylor and Jo Karr Tedder helped form a coalition to protect the economic interests of lake area residents and  
business owners.
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 Swirling winds, wintry tem-
peratures and possible thunder-
storms await No. 7 Texas tonight 
in game one of its three-game se-
ries against the Jayhawks in Law-
rence, Kan.
According to head coach Au-
gie Garrido and just about every 
other warm-blooded Longhorn, 
the weekend conditions will be 
cold, numbing and miserable.
But enjoyable? 
Chicago native Mark Payton 
thinks so, and he’s definitely in 
the minority.
“With the weather like that, 
it’s going to be fun,” said the 
freshman right fielder. “In high 
school, I used to play in the snow. 
I know some of my teammates 
have never even seen snow, so 
that’ll be new to them.”
 Men’s basketball head coach Rick Barnes is 
already on the hunt for recruits for the class of 
2012. Here’s a look at some of the potential fu-
ture Longhorns.
Cameron Ridley — C, 6’10”, 245 lbs. (Fort 
Bend Bush HS, Richmond)
The only verbal commitment so far in the 
2012 class is this five-star big man from Hous-
ton. Although Texas has drawn some top re-
cruits over the past three seasons, the team 
hasn’t attracted a 6-foot-10 player of this cali-
ber since LaMarcus Aldridge in 2004. Ridley, 
the nation’s No. 14 overall recruit according to 
Rivals.com, is considered a strong verbal com-
mit to the program and an even stronger boost 
to the team’s fledgling class. He’s known for his 
offensive skill set in the low post and has a high 
ceiling with all of his physical gifts; a few sea-
sons with Barnes and the Longhorn coaching 
staff, including strength guru Todd Wright, 
could turn Ridley into a beast on the block.
L.J. Rose — CG, 6’3”, 175 lbs. (Westbury 
Christian HS, Houston)
Rose is currently considering a number of 
schools and has received offers from Texas, Ar-
izona, Memphis, Kentucky and Kansas. That’s 
quite a mouthful, especially considering that 
two of his AAU teammates have already com-
mitted (Rasheed Sulaimon, Duke) or are very 
close to doing so (J-Mychal Reese, Kansas). 
Rose is a sharp-shooting perimeter guard who 
may or may not play point at the next level. 
Regardless, he’s considered a superb ball han-
dler and a creator on offense. Texas will heavi-
ly pursue him as current players Jordan Ham-
ilton and Cory Joseph could possibly leave this 
summer or next.
Marcus Smart — G/F, 6’4”, 200 lbs. (Flower 
Mound HS, Flower Mound)
Smart’s commitment is still up in the air, 
Here are a few letters that 
somehow made their way to my 
mailbox. Surprisingly, all the 
opinions from these readers are 
very similar to mine.
Dear Tristan Thompson and 
Jordan Hamilton,
Stay at Texas. Why would you 
not? Everything is better here. 
You still have so much to accom-
plish as Longhorns, and with one 
of the top recruiting classes com-
ing in, including Tristan’s friend, 
Myck Kabongo, you guys have a 
good shot at doing something at 
Texas that no other men’s basket-
ball team here has done.
You have four more days to 
make up your mind. If you have 
to wait this long to make your de-
cision, that may mean you aren’t 
ready to go pro. You don’t even 
know if there will be an NBA sea-
son next year with a possible lock-
out looming. What would you do 
if you had no season next year?
Think about how much bet-
ter you can get. Think about how 
much hype you guys got this year 
and what another season togeth-
er could do. You would be the 
kings of UT. You would go from 
a possible lottery pick to a defi-
nite top-10 pick. It’s not an easy 
decision. It would be a hell of a 
lot of money to turn down. In 
the long run, it may just bene-
fit you more if you hang around 
Austin one more year and made 
some magic with Cory, J’Covan 
and company.
— Sincerely,













Longhorn defense preserves another shutout
Trent Lesikar | Daily Texan Staff
Texas third baseman Nadia Taylor bats during Wednesday’s 3-0 win of Texas Woman’s University. Taylor scored a run in addition to making 
key defensive plays to keep the Pioneers scoreless.
Fox continues to excel as Luna’s backup in pitching rotation
Trent Lesikar | Daily Texan Staff
Freshman Rachel Fox pitches against Texas Woman’s 
University. Fox lowered her ERA to 0.95 in Wednesday’s win.
THE DAN RANT
Horns pack winter clothing 
for rare chilly trip to Kansas 
Letters to players, ESPN 
randomly find Dan’s mailbox



























The Longhorns seem to have two 
personalities. Exactly 24 hours af-
ter cruising to an 8-0 shutout victo-
ry against UT Arlington in a short-
ened five-inning game, Texas (39-
4) took seven innings to beat Tex-
as Woman’s University 3-0.
“Tonight we played a lot of de-
fense and we had a lot of commu-
nication,” said senior catcher Amy 
Hooks. “Midweek games are a 
grind and today we grinded it out 
and got the win.”
Junior third baseman Nadia 
Taylor had an impressive night at 
third base. She connected with se-
nior first baseman Shelby Savony 
for several key putouts that helped 
starting pitcher Rachel Fox out of 
some tight spots. In the top of the 
fifth inning, Taylor made a jumping 
catch above her head to keep the 
Pioneers’ runner on third to keep 
them scoreless.
Fox struck out nine batters while 
only walking two on Wednesday 
to lower her ERA to 1.00 for the 
first time this season and now sits 
at 0.95. The defense gave up only 
two hits, both late in the game, and 
committed no errors.
The offense struggled a bit 
but maintained the upper hand 
throughout the game. The Long-
horns produced three runs off of 
five hits. Junior Courtney Craig 
once again highlighted the offense 
with a solo home run in the bot-
tom of the sixth inning. Freshman 
shortstop Taylor Thom, sophomore 
Kim Bruins and senior Raygan 
Feight produced the Longhorns’ 
other three hits. Thom and Feight 
each had an RBI, which accounted 
for the other two scores.
The win was not perfect. The 
past few games, head coach Connie 
Clark has mentioned that her team 
In what has become normal for 
Texas, starter Rachel Fox came out 
and threw heat to shut down the 
Texas Woman’s University offense 
in her sixth shutout of the year.
Fox was dominant in the game 
and flirted with a no-hitter going 
into the fifth inning, when it was 
broken up on a one-out double into 
left field. That did not deter Fox 
as she continued on in the inning 
working out of the jam.
“You never really think about in-
dividual accolades and you’re try-
ing to get a W, but it’s nice to al-
most get a no-no and to just get the 
win,” Fox said.
Fox was on her game Wednesday 
and had 10 strikeouts to her credit, 
keeping the Pioneer batters on their 
toes with off-speed pitches.
“She pitched great tonight. Ev-
erything was working, her off-
speed threw them off, the rise ball 
changed their eyes up and it was 
just fun playing chess with them to-
night,” said senior Amy Hooks. 
Fox also was able to keep the de-
fense involved in the game, with 
plenty of grounders to handle to 
























TWEET OF THE DAY
Bout to get on this 
xbox kinect and 





Taylor’s key plays at third, 
Craig’s home run propels 
team to fifth-straight win




WIN continues on PAGE 7 FOX continues on PAGE 7
WEATHER continues on PAGE 7
RANT continues on PAGE 7












Five minutes to cam-
pus, pool, shuttle and 
Metro, shopping, park-
ing, gated patio, sum-
mer rates available. 
Century Plaza Apts. 4210 
Red River (512)452.4366 
Park Plaza and Park 
Court Apts. 915 & 923 
E. 41st St. (512)452.6518 
V. I. P. Apts. 101 E. 




cy pre-leasing for June 
and end of August, two 






Spacious 2BR/2BA Apts. 
On-site laundry. FREE 
Cable, internet, parking. 
Quiet, Non-Smoking, 





OAKVIEW CONDO Walk 
to CAMPUS $900, 1/1, 
Balcony, security gate, 
parking, pool, quiet! call 
or text James. 512-417-
5636 
420 Unf. Houses
1/2 mILE TO 
CAmPuS
Nice 4Beds/2Baths for 
$1,800/mon. 5Beds/2Bath 
for $2,000/mon. Cel-
ling fans, Central AC/
Heat. Wash/Dryer. 3009 
Cherrywood Rd. Owner 
Pays water & Yard Care. 
Pre-Leasing for August. 
John/512-809-1336
HyDE PARK 3/2 CA/CH, 
W/D, deck, cats OK, no 






MAR/KOENIG 2/1, $1,100. 
+++45th and Bull Creek 
4/2, $1,600. 512-261-3261
CLASSIFIEDS
ADVERTISING TERMS There are no refunds or credits. In the event of errors made in advertisement, notice 
must be given by 10 am the fi rst day of publication, as the publishers are responsible for only ONE incorrect 
insertion. In consideration of The Daily Texan’s acceptance of advertising copy for publication, the agency 
and the advertiser will indemnify and save harmless, Texas Student Media and its offi cers, employees and 
agents against all loss, liability, damage and expense of whatsoever nature arising out of the copying, print-
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Large furnished rooms, 4 
blocks from UT-Fall pre-
lease. Private bath, large 
walk-in closet. Fully 
equipped, shared kitch-
en and on-site laundry. 
Central air, DSL, all bills 
paid. Private room from 
$535/mo. Quiet, non-
smoking. For pictures, 
info, apps. visit www.








Big 1 bedroom, 1 bath in 
quiet gated community 
just north of UT. Moti-




1/1 study/den, across 
from hike/bike trail, bus, 





SERVICES APA / MLA ex-
pertise. Theses, disser-




net or call: 512-618-2724 
760 Misc. Services
BIKE mAPS! Get a free 
map catalog & maga-




NEED PIANO STuDENT 
to write, in correct form, 
2 original piano compo-
sitions.
Each is 4-pages from my 
notations and C. D. Will 





REP. NEEDED Custormer 
Service rep needed to 
work for our aid. 18yrs 
and above needed. 
Must possess good typ-
ing skills, speak eng-
lish fluently. Will earn 
$3000 montly. Email me 
at (roddnisepagexx@






sary. Training provided. 
Age 18+. 800-965-6520 
ext. 113
800 General Help Wanted
STuDENTPAy-
OuTS.COm
Paid Survey Takers 
Needed In Austin. 100% 









Starting at $225 per RM.
Point South 




• On UT Shuttle 
Route
• Microwaves
• Sand & Water 
Volleyball
• Vaulted Lofts w/
Ceiling Fans
• 6 Min. to Down-
town & Campus
• Free DVD Library
• Spacious Floor 
Plans & Walk-in 
Closets
• 2 Pools w/
Sundecks






























Sand Piper, Longhaven, and 
Escala Apartments
Studios starting at $600-650
1/1 starting at $700-850
2/2 starting at $950-1125
PMT: 476.2673
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needs to focus on the more nu-
anced aspects of the game. Despite 
winning, several mistakes through-
out the game prevented the Long-
horns from taking a bigger lead 
against an overmatched opponent. 
Poor base running in the bottom 
of the second by sophomore Kim 
Bruins ended the inning early after 
she failed to tag up at second after 
a pop up fly ball from Craig.
“We got to commit to the little 
stuff,” Clark said. “We need to take 
care of business in doing those 
things. They will bite us if we don’t 
take care of them. We are getting 
the long ball, hitting the ball hard, 
but we got to be well rounded.”
them to be active and focused 
the entire time.
“Good defense plays tonight; 
they had to stay in the ball game, 
and even though I had 10 K’s, 
it’s still a defensive game, and I 
think the defense did a good job 
staying solid tonight,” Fox said.
Despite her outstanding per-
formance on the mound, Fox 
was not entirely satisfied with 
her pitching effort, noting that 
she still had to work on devel-
oping pitches and minor things 
in her game.
“We are still working on some 
things Coach Clark and I have 
talked about it,” Fox said. “A 
couple of my drop pitches were 
in the dirt; I was just a little dis-
appointed with that. I think I 
just need to work in the bull-
pen and in practice in bringing 
that up so that we deceive the 
batters a little bit more with the 
up pitch.”
Despite the fact that she feels 
that she needs to continue to 
work to improve, her pitching 
ability is already a great asset to 
the Texas staff, giving the team 
depth behind All-American 
Blaire Luna. Fox isn’t satisfied 
sitting behind Luna, and their 
performances on the mound 
push each other, making them 
both better.
“Blaire and I push each oth-
er to be better each and ev-
ery game, and I think she sets a 
good example for me,” Fox said. 
“She had to do it as a freshman, 
and now I’m here. The roles are 
a little different because last year 
she was mainly the only pitch-
er, but I’m glad to be next to her 
and help her, and she’ll help me 
anyway she can.”
Dear ESPN,
The NFL Draft is only one week 
away! You have only been discuss-
ing it four, almost five months now. 
We are sick and tired of seeing Mel 
Kiper Jr. and Todd McShay debate 
pointless stuff that they will end up 
having all wrong. You guys are re-
ally overdoing this. Draft coverage 
should not start until April at the 
earliest. What you tell us in January 
means nothing.
Remember when Nick Fairley 
was going to be the top pick? Now 
he might not be a top-10 pick ac-
cording to you guys. You might as 
well get the World Cup-predicting 





How’s the lockout? While you are 
out of work, can you come down 
here and help us out? Teach us how 
it’s done. We want to be like you. 
Last season was not fun. The season 
starts in less than five months and 
we could really use your help.
No one told us how much pres-
sure there was going to be. You 




Enjoy your time in the spotlight 
while it lasts. The Mavs, as always, 
are in the playoffs and the Rangers 
suddenly matter to you in April for 
the first time ever. Make sure to go 
out to the ballpark before it gets too 
hot. Make sure to watch these play-
off games while Dirk is still around.
It won’t last forever. Don’t take 
this for granted because in a few 
years when things aren’t going so 
hot, you guys will see what it’s like 
again to not matter.
— Your neighbor to the south,
Houston
having shown interest in most Big 12 
teams. This season’s Texas Gatorade 
Player of the Year is listed as a small for-
ward but might not be big enough to 
play that position in college. The last 
thing you need to worry about with 
him is tenacity, as Smart is regarded as a 
knock-down, team-first player who will 
do whatever it takes to win. He’s a slight-
ly atypical guard but possesses a strong 
enough outside shot and defensive skills 
to allow him to work as a third perime-
ter player or backup swingman. The big-
gest upsides to Smart are his work ethic 
and sheer athleticism — for evidence of 
this, try doing a search on YouTube for 
“Marcus Smart rebound dunk.” Basket-
ball fans can start salivating now.
Payton likens the probable 
conditions at Kansas’ Hoglund 
Ballpark to a frozen tundra best 
suited for the Bears or the Pack-
ers of the NFL.
“This will be like northern 
football weather. We just have 
to be tough,” he said.
Texas does have some ex-
perience playing in inclem-
ent weather this year. A week-
end series at Oklahoma State 
in late March saw temperatures 
that stayed in the 40s. The team 
didn’t fare very well, drop-
ping two of three games to the 
Cowboys.
“It was cold when we went 
to Oklahoma State, and we had 
a little trouble with that,” said 
freshman Erich Weiss. “But 
hopefully that will help us pre-
pare for this weekend.”
In 2009, when the Longhorns 
last played in Lawrence, tem-
peratures hovered around 60 
degrees, and Texas was swept 
in three games. This weekend 
will be much colder — The 
Weather Channel projects lows 
in the 40s — with high chances 
of rain and winds that may gust 
up to 20 mph.
“It’s going to be cold, and 
it’s going to be raining,” Gar-
r ido said.  “Kansas  a lways 
plays us tough up there. We 
will have to battle it out. One 
nice thing is they’re the only 
team with a lower batting av-
erage than us.”
Texas has struggled all sea-
son to consistently hit the ball, 
with a collective batting average 
of .258, while the Jayhawks’ av-
erage is a shade lower at .251.
The Longhorns’ bats have 
been especially cold lately, av-
eraging just 3.25 runs and 5.25 
hits the past four games.
“We have to keep playing our 
game. We’ve been hitting balls 
well, but they’re going right to 
the opposing position players,” 
Weiss said. “We have to keep 
hitting, and those balls will 
drop in for us.”
Until they do, Texas (28-
9, 11-4 Big 12) will keep rely-
ing on its pitching staff. Led by 
tonight’s starter Taylor Jung-
mann, the Longhorns boast a 
combined 2.32 ERA, one of the 
best in the nation. Against the 
weak-hitting Jayhawks (19-18, 
8-7), it could end up being the 
difference.
Then again, when you’re 
playing out of your element in 
such miserable conditions, it’s 
wise to throw any preconceived 
advantages out the window.
“Whoever is tougher is going 
to win,” Payton said. “Nothing 
else matters. We just have to try 
and not let the cold get to us.”
Sports matter in society, sports 
columnist Sally Jenkins said Wednes-
day at the second annual Frank De-
ford Lecture in Sports Journalism.
“They are stories we tell our-
selves about who we’d like to be,” 
Jenkins said.
Sports are more than just trivial 
entertainment, she said.
“What happens on the field is 
real,” Jenkins said. “They have hu-
man flaws: they fail, they choke and 
oftentimes, they fail the ethics test 
we administer to them.”
Jenkins said because people val-
ue athletes’ authenticity, they hold 
those athletes to standards that are 
at times too high. Those standards 
result from misconceptions peo-
ple hold about sports, including the 
idea that sports are healthy.
“[Athletes] are essentially build-
ing their bodies up and breaking 
them back down again in an end-
less cycle,” Jenkins said.
With the cost of college and the 
amount of student debt constantly on 
the rise, the amount of scholarships giv-
en to student athletes — particularly in 
football — should be cut, she said.
“Football scholarships are hugely 
expensive, and I don’t see how we 
can do anything about lowering the 
costs of colleges while they still giv-
ing out so many,” she said.
Because the costs of certain 
sports are so high, other sports will 
inevitably take a hit, she said.
“Would you rather have to cut a 
non-revenue-producing sports pro-
gram that could bring out future 
Olympians, like swimming or div-
ing, or college scholarships to foot-
ball players?” she said.
Radio-television-film junior Lee Caf-
fee laments the disproportionate sup-
port given to athletics over academics.
“It’s kind of disheartening to hear 
of the cuts being made to pretty 
much every department, with one 
notable exception,” Caffee said.
The announcement of new in-
ternships at Sports Illustrated ac-
companied the lecture. There will 
be two positions available per se-
mester starting next fall, said Mike 
Cramer, director of the Texas Pro-
gram in Sports and Media.
“This is a tremendous oppor-
tunity for students interested in 
sports journalism,” Cramer said. 
“As Sports Illustrated is, in my opin-
ion, the greatest sports publication 
in the world, the opportunity is in-
comparable for students.“
Though there are still details 
that need ironing, Sports Illustrat-
ed is excited for the prospect, said 
UT alumna Elizabeth McGarr, who 
helped spearhead the program.
“We are just tickled to death to 
get some more Longhorns up in 
New York,” she said.
Columnist discusses college athletics
Shereen Ayub | Daily Texan Staff 
Writer Sally Jenkins explains the importance of sports in American culture Wednesday at the SAC. Jenkins is a renowned sports columnist at 
The Washington Post with prior experience as a senior writer for Sports Illustrated.
RANT continues from PAGE 6
FOX continues from PAGE 6
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The Red Hot New Play & Tony Award-Winner!
See it with Your UT Student Discount ...
$20 for Advance Phone Reservations* – Call 476-0541, ext: 1 or
Just $15 in Person Starting 1 Hour Before Each Show Time!
five hundred twenty-five thousand six hundred minutes
TICKETS: (512) 476-0541 x1 • zachtheatre.org
JOIN ZACH Theatre ON FACEBOOK & TWITTER
*Ticketing fee not included. Offer good with valid Student ID.
One Bitch of a Family Reunion!
Written by TRACY LETTS • Directed byDAVE STEAKLEY
Starring LAUREN LANE of TV’s The Nanny
“FIERCELY FUNNY!”
– The New York Times
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crophone ironed on to the shirt. 
This hobby sparked his inter-
est in fashion and, upon transfer-
ring to UT his sophomore year, 
he settled into the College of Nat-
ural Sciences as a textiles and 
apparel major.
Beginning fashion classes was 
difficult for Gerard. He was the 
only student pursuing menswear 






ment does not 




I did not have 
a grasp of what 
makes a wom-
an feel beau-
tiful or how 
to flatter their 
curves,” Gerard 
said. “Howev-
er, I feel like to 
be successful 
in this industry 
I had to mold 
myself into be-
ing a womens-
wear designer as well.”
During his first few classes, Ge-
rard said he found himself sitting 
in the corner, feeling as if he had 
to prove himself to the class full of 
female students. 
“I felt like I was being pushed 
to do something that wasn’t natu-
ral to me and felt like I needed to 
be overly masculine to prove my-
self to the other female designers,” 
Gerard said. 
As time passed he became more 
comfortable with women’s de-
sign and created numerous dress-
es, including a Navajo print bub-
ble dress that UT fashion designer 
Jessica Bird said she loved.
With four looks in his current 
Fall 2011 menswear collection, 
Gerard’s most prominent piece 
is a long khaki jacket with leath-
er detailing, sturdy top stitching, 
epaulets and a heavy structure. 
He brings many natural elements 
into the jacket, which contribute 
to its ornate de-
tailing, such as 
toggles made 
of deer antlers, 
elbow patches 
made of dark 
rabbit fur and 
a white rabbit’s 
foot that hangs 
c los e  to  the 
front pocket.
He said his 
work has been 
compared by 





hopes to soon 
work for that 
very brand.
Hi s  f i n a l e 
piece is a for-
mal, gold and black velvet smoking 
jacket inspired by the Dos Equis’ 
“Most Interesting Man” campaign. 
It has a seven-inch cigar pocket on 
the inside of the jacket. The look 
features a lipstick-stained, collared 
white shirt underneath the jacket 
and also an eye patch that resem-
bles something a James Bond vil-
lain would wear. 
Though his formal look does 
not fit his collection’s rugged, mil-
itary aesthetic, it has an eccentric, 
ornate quality that “Heritage” was 
meant to portray.
Three years ago in a crum-
bling barn behind North Cam-
pus’ Crown and Anchor Pub, psy-
chedelic rock band Cactus Peach 
jammed together for the first time. 
After countless sweaty house par-
ty gigs and moving their practice 
space from a barn to a walk-in 
closet, and eventually to the liv-
ing room of a house some of the 
members share, the band released 
their debut album April 13. 
Cactus Peach consists of radio-
television-film senior Zane Rutten-
berg, RTF alumnus Ryan Neal, RTF 
junior Dylan Neal, philosophy se-
nior Michael Bain, music recording 
senior Michael Frels and advertis-
ing alumnus Garrett Bircher. 
With more than half of the 
band’s background in RTF, much 
of their debut album, Eat, is a re-
flection of what they learned in 
their classes. Every song on Eat 
is a narrative with a beginning, 
middle and end that is strung to-
gether to tell another story. The 
first track, “Eat,” is about eating a 
cactus peach, a psychedelic fruit 
that leads listeners into a mind-
bending journey where they ex-
perience love, downfall, then re-
demption; just as a hero would in 
an epic. 
“It’s a blend of classical nar-
rat ives  l ike  ‘ The Odyssey,’” 
Ruttenberg said. 
Following the formula they 
learned in RTF classes where two 
opposing colors create a strik-
ing contrast, the band’s name is 
a symbolic juxtaposition of their 
sound: experimental and poppy, 
Ruttenberg described.
“We knew we wanted it to 
be something peach,” Rutten-
berg said. One night while hav-
ing a “band retreat” at Bain’s fam-
ily ranch, he said the group could 
not stop eating peaches that had 
just sprouted from the branches.  
The band members play mul-
tiple instruments and switch in-
struments with each other. For 
Eat, Ruttenberg alone sang and 
played the ukulele, drums, 
bass, keys and guitar. 
The Michael’s swap 
between drums and 
keys. To organize 
for the recording 
process, the band 
made a grid on a 
white board that list-
ed the songs going down 
the left and names of instruments 
going across the top. Once an in-
strument was recorded, the box 
would be checked off. 
“God, to just look at that little 
grid once all the X’s were filled 
off was the nicest feeling in the 
world,” Z said. “There were 120 
X’s or something around there.” 
Fitting the album’s theme of 
consumption, Eat includes a 
sheet of song recipes, detail-
ing each member’s contribution 
in every track. “Down Down 
Down” is comprised by three 
tablespoons of plasma, three 
pounds of human bones, one cup 
of ivory shavings and three shots 
of absinthe — or Bircher’s guitar, 
Bain’s drumming, Frek’s keys and 
Ruttenberg’s guitar. 
After a full day of classes, work 
and screen-printing more labels for 
their CD covers, the band held an 
album release party last Wednes-
day night at Lucky Lounge.
“The other day was great. I was 
setting up, tuning guitars, set-
ting up the drums, and Michael 
taps me and he goes ‘Dude, 
we’re still doing it,’ and I 
go ‘What do you mean?’ 
‘Dude, we’re still do-
ing it, we’ve been do-
ing this since we were 
little kids,’” Ruttenberg 
said. 
“That’s probably the 
closest we’ve ever had to 
a reminiscence,  a moment,” 
Bain added. 
The two childhood friends have 
been playing music together since 
the fourth grade when they cov-
ered Lenny Kravitz’s “Fly Away” 
for a talent show in their music 
class. Bain said he didn’t know 
how to play the chords and Rut-
tenberg said he could barely play 
the guitar at all. 
“I had the best show after that 
[moment] because I just could 
not believe we’re still doing this,” 
Ruttenberg said.  
By Julie Rene Tran
Daily Texan Staff
encourage people to enjoy their 
cocktails like fine steaks.
“Some bartenders are just too 
strict and annoying about the craft,” 
Sandalio said. “So we just decided 
to have fun.”
He and a fel low bartend-
er at Anvil, Chris Frankel, start-
ed pouring cocktails into small-
er glasses and plopping them into 
larger glasses of Red Bull before 
they took a shot. Eventually, they 
moved on to trying every combi-
nation they could think of.
The idea of playing with liba-
tions historically sipped and sa-
vored isn’t limited to Sandalio’s 
project. San Franciscans are noto-
rious lovers of the grassy-flavored, 
pitch-black liqueur Fernet-Branca. 
There’s even a bar called Bullitt that 
has the 80-proof 150-year-old Ital-
ian drink on tap so you can take a 
quick chilled shot. Of all the differ-
ent types of bitters on the market, 
including the artichoke-infused 
Cynar, Fernet-Branca stands out as 
being a cult hit in the industry for 
its herbaceous tang.
While the flavor sounds nasty to 
some, others credit its acceptance to 
another intense-flavored dive-bar 
liquor, Jäggermeister. Just this past 
month, New York Magazine’s blog 
Grub Street ran an article called 
“What’s With All the Fernet-Bran-
ca?” where mixologist Eben Free-
man said bitters are now more ac-
cepted by our sugar-soaked palates 
because of Jägger’s move from high-
end to high-volume bars.
Fernet-Branca, as well as many 
other bitters, are much rougher. It’s 
as if someone yanked the sweet-
ness and left you with a mouthful 
of sharp, complex herbs and burn-
ing alcohol. What’s stranger is that 
Sandalio said Fernet-Branca just 
tasted like bubble gum when he 
bombed it with Red Bull.
Although this sounds like it 
could sweep the nation like Jägger 
since it’s sweeter, Sandalio admits 
that the idea of bombing anything 
with alcohol or shooting bitters is a 
transient trend. There’s a difference 
between advancing the culinary 
craftsmanship behind the bar and 
just being flippant for the hell of it.
“If kept in the industry, [bomb-
ing] would be cool,” he admitted. 
“But if it was popular, it would 
kill it. I want to see the craft 
advance first.”
Since moving to Austin this 
past September, Sandalio said 
he hasn’t been bombing as many 
cocktails because he’s so busy as a 
pastry chef now, but he’s still in-
terested in trying new combina-
tions and will still hit up The Lib-
erty bar to slam back a few Fern-
et-Branca bombs.
FASHION continues from PAGE 10
COCKTAIL continues from PAGE 10
Psychedelic rock band issues debut album
“ “I felt like I was being pushed to do something that wasn’t natural to me and felt like I needed to be overly masculine 
to prove myself to the 
other female designers.
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Yesterday’s solution
Arrr matey. This scurrvy beast is today’s answerrrrrr.
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To celebrate the “Birthday of the 
Bard,” Austin Shakespeare will 
put on Shakespeare’s Birthday 
Revel at Castleton Village, a 
miniature waterside Elizabethan 
village with a replica of the 
Curtain Theater. There will also 
be fencing lessons and sonnet 
readings, as well as a life-size 
maze and pirate ship. 
When: Saturday
Where: Richard Garriott’s Castleton 
Village and Curtain Theater
hoW much: $12 for adults, $7 
for children
Cut Copy
Australian electro-pop group 
Cut Copy brings their infectious 
blend of dance and rock to 
Stubb’s for two nights in a row 
starting Thursday, April 21. The 
band will perform tracks off their 
most recent album, Zonoscope, 
which was released last February.
When: Thursday and Friday; 
doors at 7 p.m.
Where: Stubb’s BBQ
hoW much: Starts at $26.50
The Austin Flea
Join the artists of the Austin Flea 
and explore handmade jewelry, 
vintage clothes, gifts, art, food and 
live music in a fun, friendly and 
casual atmosphere. Enjoy live jazz 
music by the Kris Kimura Quartet 
during brunch at the Highball.




The Naked and Famous
Read an interview with band 
member Aaron Short @
dailytexanonline.com
When: Tonight
Where: La Zona Rosa
hoW much: Sold Out
Editor’s Note: This is the final install-
ment in a three-part series about the 
annual textiles and apparel seniors 
and their fashion show that will be 
held tonight.
Drawing inspiration from small, 
green toy soldiers, Colton Gerard 
created an ensemble that resembles 
his own legion of military officers 
for his collection, “Heritage,” which 
makes its debut tonight at the fash-
ion show, “Innovation” at the Frank 
Erwin Center. 
Although his collection is mil-
itaristic and exudes the regality 
of Napoleon Bonaparte, Gerard’s 
designs resonate with the same 
handwrought detailing that de-
fines working class Americana cir-
ca 1940.
Gerard considered himself an 
artist from an early age, but pursued 
sports in high school and planned 
to play college football his freshman 
year at university. He sustained a 
knee injury his senior year that end-
ed his football career and made him 
reassess his college ambitions.
He started at Texas Tech Univer-
sity as a pre-pharmacy major. After 
his first few months in Lubbock, he 
was determined to make the grades 
to transfer to UT and leave the small 
town for good. 
While exploring other fields of 
study, he began designing graph-
ic tees by using iron-on stencils as a 
hobby. His favorite shirt was a black 
tee with gold spray paint and writ-
ing that said “Beat Box Champion,” 
featuring his likeness holding a mi-
Tuesday night at the chic Bar 
Congress isn’t the place you would 
think about taking a shot of some 
mercilessly strong Angostura bit-
ters, typically used as an additive in 
cocktails and not in a shot glass.
Spurred by curiosity and crazi-
ness, taking a whole shot was like 
tasting Christmas.
Ironic drinks such as Angostura 
shots and bombing whole classic cock-
tails color the backside of the sophisti-
cated drink culture around Austin and 
the United States. It’s almost as if you 
walked into the kitchen of Uchi and 
found the chefs making sushi out of 
Whataburger — an entirely deranged 
yet delicious combination.
That night’s impetus for Angos-
tura shots came from Plinio San-
dalio, a bespectacled pastry chef at 
Bar Congress who used to work as a 
bartender at Anvil in Houston. San-
dalio hasn’t just tried shooting al-
most every liquor and liqueur imag-
inable; he’s also bombed them all 
into Red Bull, even whole cocktails.
“Bombing takes the whole craft-
cocktail thing, surrounded by this 
class, and brings it back to normal-
cy,” added Bryan Dressel, a bartend-
er at Bar Congress. “At the end of the 
day, we all just want to get drunk.”
In January of 2010, Sandalio’s 
friend Mark Tanner, a Red Bull 
brand representative, pitched the 
idea of Red Bull bombing all the 
drinks on Anvil’s 100 classic cock-
tails to try before you die list. Many 
high-end bars won’t serve bombs, 
much less have the energy drink 




WhAT: “Innovation” — the UT 
senior fashion show
Where: Frank Erwin Center
When: Tonight; pre-show 





Student designs menswear collection for fashion show
ryan edwards | Daily Texan Staff 
Senior textiles and apparel major Colton Gerard designs menswear in a department where only women’s 
fashion is emphasized.  Natural elements such as deer antlers and rabbit fur were incorporated into his mili-
tary inspired senior collection called “Heritage.”FASHIOn continues on pAge 8
ryan edwards | Daily Texan Staff 
Bombing cocktails and mixing unexpected combinations of alcohol has 
become a popular way to enjoy classics in modern, chic and fun bars.
Bartenders create strange drink mixes
COCkTAIL continues on pAge 8
